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Scout Leader 

* • • • .4 

Accused of 

•V-y* '*i>--Y. V>-. .*■■*.;;* i-- '.- v.] ■■ 

:/^.--;-Vs -. V ' x J^Vi*. By Gary Johanso^ Ji> : >\* ( i .'* "J 

Signal Staff Writer- ■ v- - -V/,': ;> 

'■' ' • Former Canyon Country Boy Scout leader Craig Mathias, 27» ■ 
; was arrested last.widweck on charges of molesting 11 boys at hb 
}. home/- .lA^-'^vv^i ; " ; ^ ^ i : - ' S : 

■■' • Mathias turned himself into SCV Sheriffs Station July] 1 after a . 
tworweek. investigation by the Sheriff's Department, j V # ; . ' t . . : 

' He '.^ e5t ? 1 ^".egedly director of 'public ' relations, said * ' 
^committng lewd and lascivious fee could not discuss Malhias* ar- " 
V : acU again^t ciuldf en , f elony v . rest| but he commented on the Boy , . - 

*■ -The boys/all from 12 to 14 years'* .. Scouts* national .effort to prevent 
v old, were allegedly molested over* . child molestation. -V * / " ; 
V the past year and a* half during v\*. He said each Boy Scout 'troop * 
m overnight sl^pov^ at Mathias's. a standing committee compos- . = 

.home. .; > ;..r.; , ;.> : ! % ^ ; * .* - ?\ ed of parents and other interested * 
Most 'c^th^'b^s were ScouU.* 1 ^ : individuals who review applicants 
• ; :\;"n^^ ' { qv Scoutm^ter- : or' Assistant 

U l investigation,^ . - The committee lpqks for . in* *. 

> v-'Howeverras of Yesterday mcrri- t : f v , ' J 4 ^^^ • - 

.\.*ing; the .'Sheriff's* Department's. 1 ;;*; -. ." f ' ; .i'^'V.'- 

* Juvenile. . Investigations' ' Bureau. - ■* * ■ ^ ' • 
.had not filed child-molesting 

V; charges in the district attorney's 

At Mathias is free* after porting ; 

The' name' of Mathias's troop 
* ' and the number of boys in the unit 
... has not been disclosed, nor has it 
. : been - revealed' "whether.' Mathias *. 

• ; was a Scoutmaster or. 'Assistant 

' -Sgqutmastoi^^'^ :•; , 

Local Scouting 1 officials* could 
I not be reached for comment.' > 
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^Scoutmaster who molested boys sentenced to 6 years 



3y 0. CHILDRESS PHILLIPS 



Baity N*w* Suit Wntaf _ 



r SAN FERNANDO — A former 
$ig Brother and Bay Scout troop 
Muster convicted of sexually mo- 
Jesting-tive boys during children's 
James which he conducted was sen- 
Srnced V/ednesday_io six years m 
'Jfate" prtSon. . ' ' 



"Justice is finally done," the 
mother of a Sylmar boy who was 
Craig R. Malhias' Little Brother 
said tearfully aAer the sentencing. 

"He had the trust of the little 
boys and turned it into something 
awful. We can go on with our lives. 
The problem was wc trusted him.'* 
- Maihias, 27, of Simi Valley, orig- 
inally ^yas^charged with 10 counts 
of sexual misconduct and lewd acts 
involving boys ages 10 through 14 
between: late 1985 and June 1987. 
He pleadcdguitty to five felony 
: counts of lewd acts with children 
: tinder 14 on Aug. 27. ;* : * 
' ■ Mathias lived in Canyon Coun- 
X try ai'the lime of the incidents and 
r " some activities took place in his 



home, prosecutor* said. His proba- 
tion report says Mathias would get 
his scout troop to play a game 
called "Truth or Dare/* in which 
participants are asked questions 
and must answer truihfully, or if 
they refuse, engage in a dared activ- 
ity. ' ... / 

In Mathias' case, the game in- 
volved sexual activity, the report 

^"A Boy Seoul master is supposed 
to instill morality, honor and chas- 
' tity in these boyO Deputy District 
Attorney Pamela Davis-Springer 

■ lold Superior Court Judge Robert 
A. Fratianne. "He perverted the 

■ trust of ihese boys and their parents 
for his own perverted needs. He de- 



veloped trust and exploited it." 

Defense Attorney Ronald Taylor . 
asked Fratianne lo sentence Math- 
ias to a maximum of two years in 
county jail or to a work furlough 
program, under which Malhias 
could spend time in jail at night but 
work during the day. This would al- 
low Mathias, an accountant; to con- . 
linue supporting his wife and new- 
born son. Taylor said. 
-*ii?yto f $a*d Malhias had been in^, 
volved with the Boy Scouts since he 
was a boy and that this was "a 
crime of opportunity." .' " 

"It's not a" situation where he " 
went looking for boy$ to molest," ^ 
Taylor said. 

fratianne sentenced Mathias to- 



six years on each count, to run con* 
currently, and ordered him to pay a 
$500 fine thai will go into a vic- 
tim's fund, 

"If it were one time this might 
have warranted probation, but with 
the counts i see. before me and what 
has transpired over this period ot 
lime lo these victims, there is no 
way," Fratianne said. 

Parents and victims told prosecu- 
tors that the boys have had a diffi- 
cult lime* iif $fchoo>*ince ihe inci- 
dents were revealed and that they 
hoped Maihias would be sent to 
prison. i 

. "All of the boys are being teased 
'and harassed at school about being 
gay,'* Davis-Springer said in court. 



O 
O 




O 



14 — NEWS / MONDAY. JLLY 20. 1987 / DAILY NEWS VAL F * 



Mom, family face ordeal after molestation report 



MOLEST / From Page 1 

Mathias when he was arrested, 
won't discuss ihe specifics of the 
case. 

And Mathias, who became a Big 
Broihcr in J 984, has disconnected 
his phone and moved out of his 
home. 

.;But last week, Ihe mother who 
sparked the invesiigaiion agreed |o 
talk about the range of emotions 
she and her sons have felt over the 
past five weeks. She said she hopes 
knowledge of her experience will 
help others prevent similar prob- 
lems from occurring. 

•:Hcr oldest son, in his early 20s, 
"wants lo kill Craig,*' she said. 
>Hcr middle son. a teen-ager, 
"doesn't like to talk about it. He's 
very protective of his little broth- 
er," she said. 

The youngest "has got mixed 
emotions," the mother said, 
; -"I don't think he realizes how se- 
rious this is, 11 she said. "I've tried to 
talk to him and he opens up to a 
point, but I can't really gel a good 
handle on how he feels,** 

Her own feelings are just as con- 
fused, she said. She feels somow for 
the man accused of molesting her 
son, and deep haired as well. She 
could barely control herself when 
he called on the phone after her son 
told her whai had happened. 

"1 wanted lo'jump through the 



wires and strangle him," she said. 

"I have so many mixed emo- 
tions," she said. "I'd hate to sec 
him go to prison because 1 don't 
think prison will do him any good. 
1 want him to get psychiatric help. 
He's a good person, just a sick per- 
son. 

"I guess it's funny I feel that way, 
but 1 feel bad for people. That's the 
way I am.** 

She contacted Big Brother* of 
America five years ago for her mid- 
- die son and arranged for a Big 
Brother for her youngest son three 
years ago. 

"If* always been wonderful," she 
said. "1 had a lot of confidence in 
the organization. 1 thought it would 
be good for (my youngest son).** 

He applied for the program three 
years ago and was assigned to 
Mathias, the woman said. They 
played miniature golf on their first 
outing together. " 

'They really hit it off," she said. 
"(My son) really liked him.** 

She also liked Mathias, who look 
her son along on Scout trips and 
later enlisted hfm in his troop-, 

"1 talked to him all the time and 
thought he was wonderful," she 
said. "He had real good contact 
with (my son). He was always call- 
ing him and taking him places, and 
he put him in his Scout troop. He 
was wonderful." 

But something happened about 
16 months ago, she said. Her son 



i i 



I have so many mixed emotions. Vd hate 
to see him go to prison because I don 't 
think prison will do him any good, 1 want 
him to get psychiatric help. He's a good 
-person, just a sick person. " 

— Woman whose con reported beino, sexually molested by a Big Brothers ol 
America volunteer 



didn't want to go anywhere with 
Mathias any more. 

**He didn't say anything was 
wrong," she said. "He just said he 
didn't want to go. He'd say he 
wanted lo be with his friends, or 
it was boring with Craig or that he 
wanted to stay with mc, 4 ' 

She called Big Brothers for ad- 
vice, and they told her not to worry, 
she said. An official told her "ihis 
kind of thing happens as kids get 
older — they lose inieresi and want 
to spend more time with their 
friends," she said. 

Dick Arbcnz, executive director 
of the Los Angeles office of Big 
Brothers of America, declined com- 
ment on the mother's earlier com- 
plaint. 

*'Generally speaking, if a moth- 
er calls with any kind of concern, 
period, we look into it fully," Ar- 
benz said. "If she complains he 
pans his hair the wrong way we'll 
investigate it, and we (end the re* 



lationship) if the mother is not 
happy.*' 

The mother said she never su- 
spected anything sinister, and in 
fact scolded her son. 

"I was angry with him. I told 
him, 'Craig has gone out of his way 
for you and you Ye just not treating 
him right,* " she said. 

Eight months ago, when he 
joined Mathias* Scout troop, his at- 
titude changed, she said. He won 
several merit badges and was en- 
thusiastic 

But three months ago, she said, 
he suddenly told her he wanted lo 
quit the Seoul taoop. 

**1 told him 1 didn't understand 
why he wanted to quit" she said. 
"1 kept harping on it. i was really 
disappointed in htm and 1 didn't 
want him to disappoint Craig 
again. He said, 'Mom, 1 just don't 
like it/ " 

Eventually, she said, the boy be- 
came so worked up that "he'd liter- 



ally make himself sick so he 
wouldn't have to go." At that point/ 
she said, she began 10 wonder if 
something was wrong. 

"1 asked him, "is something go- 
ing on? Arc you being touched or 
is something not right? 1 " she said. 
"He said no. He didn't want to 
open up. He said he just didn't- 
want to go." 

About a month ago. she said, her 
middle son told her the 1 2 -year-old 
was being molested. 

When the boy confirmed the 
story, she called the Big Brothers 
organization, which contacted po- 
lice and suspended Mathias. 

"1 was just sick." she said. "Even 
though in my heart I already knew 
it had happened, 1 was sick." 

Detectives tapped her phone, she 
said, and told her that if the suspect 
called, she should put her son on 
the phone. "Try and get ii all out of 
him, to admit what he had done," 
lhey told her. 

If he didn't call, police told her 
to have the boy call him. 

"J was worried about all the emo- 
tions, but 1 told him to go ahead 
(and call)," she said. "1 wanted to 
get it over with. I didn't want to 
drag it on any more. 

"He fell like he was huning his 
friend, but it was kind of an ad- 
venture," she said. "After it was 
oyer he said, 4 1 think I'm going to 
be a detective/ " 

Listening to her son talk on the 



phone was the first lime she heard 
the explicit details, she said. She 
walked away ai one point beca uscjt 
was too painful to hear. After h4|^ 
off the phone, she cried and huf^P 
her son. 

"1 gave him a big kiss," she re- 
called, "and said, Tm so proud of 
yourThink of all ihe people you're 
helping.* V 

Then she listened to the tape. On 
it. she said, her son is urged not to .. 
"tell police about the incidents, *lf 
you love mc.* 

"I cried all the way through it," 
she said. "1 wanted to kill him. I 
couldn't believe he was trying to 
lay a guilt trip on (my son). 1 want- 
ed to mutilate him." 

The woman plans to seek private 
counseling for her son. Neither po- 
lice nor Btg Brothers oftered psy- 
chological assistance although both 
recommended it, she said. 

She said she is worried about her 
son going through the ordeal of tes- 
tifying in court. 

*i don't think il would be an easy 
thing," she said. "But even th 
it could be"^cry devaslfaTin 
him, if he talks maybe ii will 
other kids." 

In the meantime, she said, she 
took her sons on a vacation and 
they are facing their' problem to- 
gether. 

"We're talking about it and we're 
open about it," the mother said. 
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